PTA Art Appreciation- Haycock Elementary
October/November 2006

Henri Rousseau

1844-1910

The Artist and his Work (10 - 20 minutes)

History (a bit of context):

During the late 1800’s, in the time of Rousseau, people went from place to place on horseback and horse-drawn carriages, and on foot. The streets were busy since goods were being transported from countryside to city. At this time, people also began to travel farther from home. People visited places such as Africa and Asia and brought back exotic plants and animals home from their travels. It was also a time when steamships, telegraph, telephone were being invented. At this time, in the art world, painters such as Gaugin, Monet, Cezanne, Bonnard, Toulouse-Lautrec, Van Gogh, and Degas were painting their pieces. The impressionist and neo-impressionists painting styles were happening in the late 1800’s. Henri Rousseau’s work was totally different from the popular trends found in art at the time.

His Life:
· Henri Rousseau was born May 21, 1844 in a small town called Laval in Brittany France.
· Rousseau went to school and did his military service in the French army.

· He became a minor customs official on the edge of Paris. He was a toll collector and stood at the gates of Paris to check the goods going in and going out for which duty had to be paid. He was given the nickname “le Douanier”, the customs officer, and people still use this name for him today.

· He was married to Clemence Boitard. The Rousseaus lived in a lower middle-class area of Paris called Montparnasse. Later in life when he retired, he taught art lessons to the working-class people in his neighborhood.

· He painted in his spare time and sometimes was allowed to set up an easel at his job. His early paintings show the landscapes of a quiet and peaceful countryside of Paris. He was fascinated by the forms and colors that he saw. He would say, “All this is mine.”

· At age 40, having taken early retirement, Rousseau devoted himself to painting.

· Towards the end of his life, Rousseau made friends with other great artists (Picasso, Derain, Braque, and Vlaminck) He composed music and wrote poetry. He considered himself a great artist.  In his painting “Myself, Portrait Landscape”, 1890, he shows himself as a giant who towers over everything and he is wearing a beret and holding a palette. He wanted to be the greatest painter in France and dreamed of becoming famous. 

· Henri Rousseau died on September 2, 1910 in Paris, at the age of 66.  He had created a new style of art and is now celebrated as a great and original artist.

His Work:

· In 1886, he showed his paintings for the first time in “Salon des Independents”- an annual exhibition where artists who did not belong to any official academy could present their work to the public.

· Rousseau has been termed a “primitive” artist.  He had no formal training and, knew little about perspective, proportion, color theory, or any of the other niceties considered essential to an artist. In spite of this, his works have a certain quality of their own and this turns them into something very special and unique.  

· The people and objects he painted looked flat, without perspective. He used uniform blocks of color without any shading.  It was his imagination and lack of understanding about perspective and scale that added to the unique quality to his paintings.

· His Jungle paintings: An artist, in order to draw or paint flowers or trees, must first be familiar with shapes present in the flower and tree. Rousseau had never been out of Paris and the surrounding area. Although he led people to believe that he had had adventures in South America, it was not true. He did, however, visit the Paris Zoo and Botanical Gardens and study various tropical plants. He once said, “When I go into the hothouses and see the plants from exotic countries , I feel as if I’m in a dream.”  Rousseau did not always look at the actual flowers or trees when doing his paintings. Some of his shapes are purely imaginative.

· Although the public and critics practically spent their time deriding his work, and his life had been marked by hardship, he never lost hope or doubted his pictorial direction. By the end of the century, he was admired by a fair number of important avant-garde artists: Delaunay, Kandinsky, and Picasso.
Discussion points:

· Scale in art- Look at the examples of Rousseau’s work and discuss the lack of scale. See how the plant and flowers are huge compared to the size of the figures. For example, note the size of the leaves and the huge blades of grass that can be tied together to look like a hut. The scale is out of proportion.

· Color in art-Discuss the various shades of green that one sees in nature. In the jungle paintings we see various shades of green from the light yellow-greens to the rich deep greens. 

· Plant Life and Animal Life
· Patterns in Nature
· The power of imagination: Rousseau was the jungle painter who never went to the jungle. He relied instead upon the things he could observe close to home, like the Botanical Gardens and stuffed animals-and his own vivid imagination. That Rousseau was nonetheless able to produce so many masterpieces should inspire children that they also need not have seen something in person in order to have and produce an artistic vision of it.

· Naïve art (folk art, not drawn in perspective out of scale) This term was originally applied to the art of people in nonindustrialized or nonliterate societies. Nowadays, however, it usually applies to self-taught artists, working within more complex civilizations, who either lack or have rejected conventional painting techniques. The art is often characterized by simple forms, lack of traditional scale and perspective, and bright colors.
· Art as a group endeavor- The project is a reminder that art need not be a solitary endeavor, but may be a creative and engaging enterprise for many people at once.  Working together on a single project allows students to take inspiration from each other’s work and to build and improve upon it, while taking satisfaction from a finished product to which everyone has contributed.

Connections:
· The movie Madagascar-The primary inspiration for Madagascar’s look came from the paintings of Henri Rousseau. The Director Eric Darnell notes, “ We wanted to create a fantasy jungle and Henri Rousseau is an artist who never actually went to the jungle, but still created wonderful exotic paintings of these fantastic, mysterious jungles… his nave vision of what a tropical jungle would be became our inspiration for Madagascar.” 
· Henri Rousseau:  Jungles in Paris will be on view at the National Gallery of Art’s East Building through October 15.  The exhibit includes over 60 paintings and will bring together the most impressive selection of Rousseau’s jungle paintings ever assembled.    

PROJECT:  Class collage jungle mural (30 minutes)
SUPPLIES:

50’ rolls of Fadeless 48” blue and green paper

12x18 assorted color Fadeless paper – 3 or more sheets per person

Assorted oil pastels, crayons
Scissors (students should use their own in their desks)

Glue sticks
Boards with photos of animals, insects, and flowers in a “jungle bag” 

Cards (Red, White, Blue) with examples of leave shapes and jungle greenery  
Templates of animals, flowers, insects, and leaves (use for younger students only)

1. BEFORE CLASS, volunteers should roll out a strip of each of the blue and green 48” rolls and cut a strip of each of about 8 feet in length.  The cut blue strip should then be cut in half lengthwise and glued to the top of the green strip as the “sky.” (Both rolls are next to the art cart in Room 39.)
2. Each student should be asked to take a cardboard card out of the “Jungle Bag”. This card will have photographs of a flower, an animal, or insect. The student can use this card as a visual prop for drawing their own flower, animal, or insect on a piece of the 12x18 paper with crayons/oil pastels.   
3.   While the students are drawing their animal, flower, or insect, the volunteer should pass out to each table of students, one red-backed, one blue-backed, and one white-backed card that have samples of leave shapes and foliage.


3. Once students have drawn and cut out an animal, flower, or insect, then each student should begin drawing some of the greenery for the jungle collage. Each student should choose the shape of a large leaves, vine or grass blade and be asked to draw and cut out 2-3 of the same shape object for the collage.  

4. The students should cut out their drawings and, with the volunteers supervising the overall placement of things on the mural, glue it onto the mural. (Cutouts should be layered upon cutouts.)  
5. If students have additional time, they should be encouraged to make more plants or animals for the mural, as the more space is filled up, the better it will look.  Volunteers may also suggest subjects that would help “finish” the mural – e.g., if it needs a tall tree or a bird in the sky or some wavy grasses at the base to make it look complete.  
6. Once the mural is complete, ask the teachers if you can hang it outside in the hallway before you leave.






