PTA Art Appreciation Program : February/March Session Outline

Andy Warhol: More than the Soup Can Man

I.  INTRODUCTION (2-5 minutes)

Review of first two lessons – Rousseau/Klee (Abstract Expressionism)

What they remember about the featured artists and their work

II.  A SHORT DISCUSSION ABOUT ART IN GENERAL(2-5 minutes)

Different Kinds of Art:  Visual Arts/Fine Art/Commercial Art

Performing Arts/Dance/Theater/Music

Different Visual Media:  Drawing/Printmaking/Painting/Sculpting/Collage/Photography/Film
Critiquing Art

Who determines if art is good or bad?

III.  ANDY WARHOL -  THE ARTIST AND HIS WORK  (10-15 minutes)

· His Life:

· In 1928, Andy Warhol was born as Andrew Warhola in Pittsburgh, PA.  Andy lived with his parents, who were immigrants from a village in now-Slovakia, and his two brothers, John and Paul. Andy’s family had little money and lived simply.  Andy’s Dad worked construction and other labor jobs.  Julie, his mom, raised her three sons as well as cleaned houses and sold handmade crafts.  

· When Andy was 8, he had rheumatic fever and was stricken with a sickness (St. Vitus Dance) and was confined to home for more than two months, during which his mother encouraged his interests in art, photography, comics, and movies.

· Andy showed an early interest on art and was recommended for free art classes and the Carnegie Museum of Art when he was in elementary school.  He spent many afternoons drawing in the park. He was passionate about art throughout his childhood. 

· Warhol was drawn to the glamorous worlds of Hollywood, fashion, and celebrity. His interest in popular culture manifested itself early on in his childhood collection of autographed celebrity photographs. Warhol bought and read teen magazines and tabloids to stay current on what was popular, even into adulthood. 

· After studying art in college, Warhol moved to New York City.  He worked as a commercial illustrator for more than 10 years.  He received many awards for his work and had hundreds of clients. His first commercial job was as a shoe illustrator.  In New York, Andy Warhola, changed his name to Andy Warhol.

· In 1961, after many years of success as a commercial artist, Warhol turned to what he called “high art” or “fine art.”  Through nearly four decades, Warhol created paintings, prints, films, photographs, televisions programs, books, and magazines.

· In 1964, Warhol established “the Factory,” his famous studio space in which he was able to produce large series of artworks and sculptures.  It was in this space that he collaborated with many assistants and creative people.  His role in creating his work ranged from painting it himself to merely having the idea and directing a group of assistants to carry it out and create the work.

· Warhol died in 1987 of complications following gallbladder surgery.

· His legacy lives on through his significant influence on the work of many other artists.  His work is on exhibit in many museums and galleries around the globe.

· His Work:

· Warhol is one of the founders of a movement called “Pop Art.” 

· Pop Art was a movement in the 1950s and 1960s that used common images from everyday culture as their sources for creating art including advertisements, consumer goods, celebrities, photographs, and comic strips.  (Pop artists moved away from Abstract Expressionism – which was popular in the 1950s – which tried to evoke emotion, feeling, and ideas through formal elements of art – line, color, shape, form, and texture -- recall Klee.)

· Warhol was one of the first to take common, everyday items and gave them importance as “art.”  He raised awareness and questions about the nature of art, breaking boundaries between commercial and fine art. 

· Pop Artists used bold, flat colors and hard edge lines that reflected elements of commercial designs.

· Pop Artists reflected 1960s culture by using new material in their work including acrylic paint, plastics, photos, and fluorescent and metallic colors.  

· Andy Warhol was one of the most famous Pop artists.  Other distinguishing elements of his art were the way it was created – using photographic silk-screening (silk screening photos over a painted canvas), repetition (to reframe his work), mass production, collaboration, and media events. 

· During his career, Warhol created all kinds of art.  He was a painter, printmaker, photographer, sculptor, filmmaker, author, and more.  He is well known for many types of art, three of them are:

1.   blotted line drawings

2. paintings/prints of soup cans and other household items

3. portraits manufactured in a very special way
· During his commercial career he became famous for “blotted line” drawings.  Blotted line combines drawing with very basic printmaking. Warhol began by copying a line drawing on a piece of non-absorbent paper, such as tracing paper. Next he hinged this piece of paper to a second sheet of more absorbent paper (like vellum or construction paper) by taping their edges together on one side. With an old fountain pen, Warhol inked over a small section of the drawn lines then transferred the ink onto the second sheet by folding along the hinge and lightly pressing or “blotting” the two papers together. Larger drawings were made in sections. Completing a large blotted line drawing could take quite a bit of time and multiple pressings. The process resulted in the dotted, broken, and delicate lines that are characteristic of Warhol’s illustrations. Warhol often colored his blotted line drawings with watercolor dyes or applied gold leaf.
· His Campbell’s soup can paintings are key works in the 1960s Pop Art movement.  Warhol said, “Pop art is about liking things.”  He claimed he ate Campbell’s soup every day for 20 years.  He marveled that it always tasted the same – to everyone no matter how much or little money they had, where they came from, or who they were.  The size and perspective of these works were unique and distinguishing.  

He created the soup cans – and many of his works that stemmed from commercial products including Lifesavers, Coca Cola, Pepsi, Listerine, and others – by projecting the image from an overhead projector onto a wall, tracing it onto a canvass in pencil, and then painting the outlined image.  Note Warhol’s use of color – sometimes he used colors to reflect the actual image in his reflections of commercial products, but sometimes he used classic “Pop” colors instead.
· Warhol’s portraits created from Hollywood stills and photographs are very well-known.  Sometimes they were commissioned (he was hired by someone to create them) but others were created by using (without permission) images from magazines, newspapers, and photos of celebrities of the 1960s and 1970s.  The colors, lines, and often repetition of his portraits made them easy to identify as his creations. They were usually created by painting a canvass then silk screening an image on top of the canvass….either once or several times. 

Warhol started painting portraits on commission in the early 1960s. These works developed into a significant aspect of his career and were a main source of income in the 1970s. Many of his subjects were well known in international social circles, the art world, and the entertainment industry at this time. Andy Warhol began his commissioned portraits with a photo that he’d enlarge and transfer onto a silkscreen. Each portrait was “under painted” first. Warhol traced simple outlines of the photographic image onto the canvas and painted in shapes of color. Some portraits were painted in very slick, hard-edge styles whereas others had solid fields of color or more gestural brushwork. Once this initial painted layer was dry, he printed the photographic silkscreen image on top. 

He carried this interest in celebrities into his artwork, creating iconic paintings of mega-stars such as Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, and Elizabeth Taylor. Warhol appropriated images for his portraits from magazines, newspapers, or directly from publicity photographs.
· Pop artists stretched the definitions of what art could be and how it can be made.  Warhol once said, “Once you “got” Pop, you could never see a sign the same way again.  And once you thought Pop, you could never see America the same way again.”  

Discussion Points

Line

Realistic v. Abstract

Perspective

Patterns

IV.  PROJECT (20-30 minutes) – In the Factory:  Pop Image Drawing/Paintings
(Materials:  EITHER  pencil, tracing paper, vellum, and pastels/markers/crayons OR

Pencil, tracing paper, canvas, acrylics, water, brushes)

· Tracing the Image:  First the primary lines of the image on the image card are traced with a pencil onto the tracing paper.  Flip over the tracing paper and with a pencil go over the lines on the on the opposite side.  Flip the tracing paper right side up again.

· Transferring the Image:  Place the tracing paper on the “canvass” and transfer the image by going over the lines on the front of the tracing paper with a pencil (this will transfer the graphite on the back side onto the “canvass”).  The students can transfer the image once or multiple times.  Encourage them to play with the layout – use floating images and keep lines bold.

· Draw or paint the image using either colors as they’d appear in real life, or in fluorescent, bright colors.

· The students should sign their name on the front of their work. 

· If you had time, hanging them inside or outside the classroom next to each other, would have the effect of creating one big, collaborative Pop Art piece.
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